Introduction
The meat industry continues to grow in scope and depth. Meat science faculty members have responded to this growth by proposing a new minor in Meat Science. By offering to expand the awareness of meat industry topics and technical competence in meat science, this minor in Meat Science will provide Iowa State University students with a better understanding of critical topics in meat safety, meat quality, meat trade and policies that affect the meat production and processing industries. This, in turn, will offer students a different context in the interactions of the technical aspects of meat science and their major disciplines, ultimately improving the students' and graduates' abilities to make informed decisions on policies and issues that present themselves every day in the meat industry.
A voluntary survey of Animal Science 270 students enrolled in the fall 2006 semester revealed that 27 out of 41 (65.8%) surveyed would have been interested in pursuing the minor described in this proposal. Twenty-four out of thirty-five Animal Science majors expressed interest in pursuing the minor in Meat Science. Three out of six non Animal Science majors from the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences expressed interest.
